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Adhoc Venice Cityhood Regular Meeting Minutes 
Canal Club  

2025 Pacific Ave, Venice, CA 90291 
Thursday, June 28, 2018, 7:00PM-9:00PM 

BOARD MEETINGS:​ The Venice Neighborhood Council holds its regular meetings on the third Tuesday of the month and may also call any additional 
required special meetings in accordance with its Bylaws and the Brown Act.  All are welcome to attend. 
TRANSLATION​ Services: Si requiere servicios de traducción, favor de notificar a la oficina 3 días de trabajo (72 horas) antes del evento. Si necesita 
asistencia con esta notificación, por favor llame a nuestra oficina 213.473.5391. 
PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS: ​In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5 ​the agenda and ​non-exempt writings that are distributed to a 
majority or all of the board members in advance of ​regular and special meetings​ may be viewed ​at Beyond Baroque (681 Venice Blvd), the Venice Library 
(501 S. Venice Blvd), and​ ​the VNC website ​(​http://www.venicenc.org​), ​or at the scheduled meeting. For a copy of any record related to an item on the 
agenda, please contact ​communications@venicenc.org​. ​You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification System 
at: ​www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood 

PUBLIC INPUT AT NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL MEETINGS:​  The public is requested to fill out a “Speaker Card” to address the Neighborhood Committee 
on any agenda item before the Neighborhood Committee takes action on an item.  Comments from the public on agenda items will be heard only when the 
respective item is being considered. Comments from the public on other matters not appearing on the agenda that are within the Neighborhood Committee 
jurisdiction will be heard during the General Public Comment period.   Please note that under the Brown Act, the Neighborhood Committee is prevented from 
acting on a matter that you bring to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, the issue raised by a member of the public may become 
the subject of a future Neighborhood Committee meeting.  Public comment is limited to 1 minute per speaker, unless adjusted by the presiding officer. 
POSTING: ​ ​In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings that are distributed to a majority or all of the board members in 
advance of a meeting may be viewed at Beyond Baroque, 681 Venice Blvd; Venice Public Library, 501 S. Venice Blvd; and at our website by clicking on the 
following link: ​www.venicenc.org​, or at the scheduled meeting.  ​You can also receive our agendas via email by subscribing to L.A. City’s Early Notification 
System at​  ​www.lacity.org/your-government/government-information/subscribe-meetings-agendas-and-documents/neighborhood​.  ​In addition, if you would 
like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact ​secretary@venicenc.org​.   ​RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS: 
For information on the VNC’s process for board action reconsideration, stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, 
please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are available at our Board meetings and our website ​www.venicenc.org​.   DISABILITY POLICY: THE 
AMERICAN WITH DISABILITIES ACT ​- As a covered entity under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Los Angeles does not discriminate 
on the basis of disability and, upon request, will provide reasonable accommodation to ensure equal access to its programs, services and activities. Sign 
language interpreters, assistive listening devices and other auxiliary aids and/or services, may be provided upon request. To ensure availability of services, 
please make your request at least 3 business days (72 hours) prior to the meeting you wish to attend by contacting Melissa Diner, Secretary  at ​(310) 
421-8627​ or email secretary​@venicenc.org​. ​PUBLIC ACCESS OF RECORDS​: ​In compliance with Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt writings 
that are distributed to a majority or all of the Board in advance of a meeting may be viewed at our website: ​www.venicenc.org​ or at the scheduled meeting.  In 
addition, if you would like a copy of any record related to an item on the agenda, please contact Melissa Diner, Secretary, at​(310) 421-8627​ or email 
secretary@venicenc.org​. 

ALL AGENDA TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE ON THE NIGHT OF THE MEETING. 

 
1.Call to Order and Roll Call 7PM 
Nick Antonicello (Chair)  
James Murez  
Yolanda Gonzalez  
 
2. Approve Agenda as presented  
 
3.  Approval of Outstanding  minutes  
 
4. BOARD ANNOUNCEMENTS by Chair and board members  
5. PUBLIC COMMENT on non-agendized items 
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6.  Old Business  
 
7. New Business  
 
7A Pathway to Venice Cityhood (Nick Antonicello, ​nick.antonicello@venicenc.org​)  
MOTION: ​Whereas, Venice was an independent city when residents voted in 1926 to annex itself to 
the City of Los Angeles; and 
Whereas, Venice residents deserve the right to consider reversing that decision free from the burden 
of it being rejected by other residents living in the rest of Los Angeles; and 
Whereas, Venice residents desire the increased responsiveness of municipal government seen in 
smaller units of local government, such as our neighbors Santa Monica, Culver City, Malibu and 
West Hollywood; and 
Whereas, Venice is not well served by a city government with only 15 council people for a population 
of almost four million residents; 
Now, therefore be it resolved that the Venice Neighborhood Council formally requests  the City of 
Los Angeles to sponsor and support State legislation to amend the Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local 
Government Reorganization Act of 2000 to void the City of Los Angeles’ right to cause the 
termination of a detachment request pending before a local area formation commission submitted by 
a former city which earlier voted to join the City of Los Angeles, which now borders both another city 
and the Pacific Ocean, and does not contain within its borders an airport or port; and further, to 
amend that Act to remove the City of Los Angeles’ right to subject to a vote of all voters in the 
jurisdiction of the City of Los Angeles the detachment of a former city now located within its borders 
which borders both another city and the Pacific Ocean, and does not contain within its borders an 
airport or port. 
 
AMENDED MOTION JM, YG 4-0-0 
WHEREAS, Venice was once its own city and in 1926 voted to annex itself to the City of Los Angeles; and 
 WHEREAS, Venice residents deserve a process that allows stakeholders to reverse that decision; and 
 WHEREAS, Venice can be served more effectively as a small municipality much like Santa Monica, Culver 
City, Manhattan Beach and others; and 
 WHEREAS, current legislation known as the “Cortese-Knox-Hertzberg Local Government Reorganization Act 
of 2000” needs to be amended and revised so that the stakeholders of Venice and not the City of Los Angeles 
be the final authority in this detachment process, 
  
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Venice Neighborhood Council (VNC) endorse this change in 
legislation so that the process of detachment be more reasonable and less restrictive on Venetians and that a 
letter be sent to the office of the Governor as well as our local legislators and the Office of CD11 urging 
support of this change. 
4-0-0 on Jun 28, 2018 by the Venice Cityhood Committee  
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13.   ​Board Member Comments on subject matters within the Cityhood jurisdiction 

  
14.   ​Adjourn  

 
 

List of Venice Neighborhood Council Committees & Chairs – Volunteers Welcome 

Standing Committees 
Administrative - Ira Koslow 

Neighborhood - George Francisco 
Outreach - Hollie Stenson 

Land Use and Planning - Matthew Royce 
Budget & Finance - Hugh Harrison 
Rules & Selections - John Reed 

Arts - Sunny Bak 
Ocean Front Walk - Colleen Saro 

Ad  Hoc Committees 
Homeless - Will Hawkins 

Parking & Transportation - Jim Murez 
Venice Cityhood - Nick Antonicello 
Discussion Forum - Joe Murphy 

 

RECONSIDERATION AND GRIEVANCE PROCESS​:​ For information on the VNC’s process for board action reconsideration, 
stakeholder grievance policy, or any other procedural matters related to this Council, please consult the VNC Bylaws. The Bylaws are 
available at our Board meetings and our website ​www.venicenc.org​. 
THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT​: ​The Venice Neighborhood Council complies with Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and does not discriminate on the basis of any disability. Upon request, the Venice Neighborhood Council will provide 
reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to its programs, services, and activities. Sign language interpreters, assistive 
listening devices, or other auxiliary aids and/or services may be provided upon request at least three business days (72) hours prior to 
the meeting by contacting Melissa Diner, Secretary at ​secretary@venicenc.org​. 
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