L.A. schools chief urges administrators to break
bureaucratic rules to help kids
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HOWARD BLUME
AUG 9, 2018
Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He’s won the top
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts “Deadline L.A.” on
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap
dancing and has two superior daughters.

It’s come to this: A checkup with the pediatrician may
soon include a prescription for play
http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la -sci-sn-children-pla ytime-health-20180820-story.html

MELISSA HEALY
AUG 20. 2018
Melissa Healy is a health and science reporter with the Los Angeles Times writing from the
Washington, D.C., area. She covers prescription drugs, obesity, nutrition and exercise, and
neuroscience, mental health and human behavior. She's been at The Times for more than 30 years,
and has covered national security, environment, domestic social policy, Congress and the White
House. As a baby boomer, she keenly follows trends in midlife weight gain, memory loss and the
health benefits of red wine.

Gates Foundation dumps 'big idea' approach to build on
school progress in L.A. and elsewhere
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me- edu-gates -foundation-education-grants -20180828-story.html

HOWARD BLUME
AUG 28, 2018
Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He’s won the top
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts “Deadline L.A.” on
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap
dancing and has two superior daughters.

LAUSD chief signals desire to limit teacher job
protections and change funding rules
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me- edu-beutner-teacher-job -protections -20180913-story.html
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Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He’s won the top
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts “Deadline L.A.” on
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap
dancing and has two superior daughters.

California's children fall behind before they start school,
and some never catch up, study finds
http://www.latimes.com/local/education/la -me- edu- california-early- education-20180918 -story.html

HOWARD BLUME
SEP 18, 2018
Howard Blume covers education for the Los Angeles Times. He’s won the top
investigative reporting prize from the L.A. Press Club and print Journalist of the Year
from the L.A. Society of Professional Journalists chapter. He co-hosts “Deadline L.A.” on
KPFK, which the press club named best radio public affairs show in 2010. He teaches tap
dancing and has two superior daughters.

Don't let the SAT become the yardstick to measure
California high schools
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/editorials/la -ed-sat -20180921 -story.html

THE TIMES EDITORIAL BOARD
SEP 21, 2018
The Times' editorial board, in consultation with the publisher, determines the editorial
positions of the organization. The editorial board opines on the important issues of the
day – exhorting, explaining, deploring, mourning, applauding or championing, as the
case may be. The board, which operates separately from the newsroom, proceeds on the
presumption that serious, non-partisan, intellectually honest engagement with the world
is a requirement of good citizenship.

Kids skip school in alarm-bell numbers. A simple
solution: Make sure their parents know
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-kirp -lausd-absenteeism-solut ion-20180921 -story.html

DAVID L. KIRP
SEP 21, 2018
David L. Kirp is a contributing opinion writer for The New York Times. A professor of
public policy at the University of California, Berkeley, as well as a prolific author and
policy adviser, Mr. Kirp has focused on education policy issues, from cradle to college. He
writes for national publications, among them The New York Times, The Los Angeles
Times, The Nation and the American Prospect, and is a former associate editor at The
Sacramento Bee. His 16 books include “Shakespeare, Einstein and the Bottom Line: The
Marketing of Higher Education” (2003), “The Sandbox Investment: The Preschool
Movement and Kids-First Politics” (2007) and “Kids First: Five Big Ideas for
Transforming Children’s Lives and America’s Future” (2011).
Mr. Kirp was the founding director of the Harvard Center for Law and Education, which
filed landmark lawsuits seeking equal educational opportunity. His latest book,
“Improbable Scholars: The Rebirth of a Great American School System and a Strategy for
America’s Schools” (2013), tells the remarkable story of the Union City, N.J., school
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district, which relied on tried-and-true strategies, not faddish reforms. The American
Education Research Association selected it as the year’s outstanding book.
Mr. Kirp has lectured at universities around the world and has been the keynote speaker
at many national conferences. In 2008, he was a member of President-elect Obama’s
transition team.
David L. Kirp is a senior fellow at the Learning Policy Institute and an emeritus professor
of the School of Public Policy at UC Berkeley.

Austin Beutner: LAUSD's teacher contract offer creates
a pathway to prevent a strike
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-beutner-lausd-utla-mediation-20180925 -story.html

AUSTIN BEUTNER
SEP 25, 2018
Austin Beutner is superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified School District.

He is an American businessman, civic leader and philanthropist. He cofounded Evercore Partners and is the former publisher and CEO of the Los Angeles
Times and the San Diego Union-Tribune. He was the First Deputy Mayor of Los
Angeles in 2011 and ran for Mayor of Los Angeles in 2012. Beutner, the son of
German immigrants, was born in New York and raised in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
His mother is a retired schoolteacher and his father is a retired manufacturing
engineer.
Beutner attended Dartmouth College, where he majored in economics. After
graduation in 1982 he went to work at Smith Barney as a financial analyst. At the age
of 29, he became partner at The Blackstone Group. In the 1990s he co-founded the
investment banking group Evercore Partners, which went public in 2006.
After the fall of the Soviet Union, Beutner went to work for the U.S. State
Department. The Clinton administration tapped him to lead a team into Russia and
help transition them from communism to a free-market economy, including the
decommission of weapons and other materiel.
In 1996 Beutner co-founded Evercore Partners, an American independent
investment banking advisory firm, with former Deputy Secretary of the
Treasury, Roger Altman. When Evercore went public (NYES-EVR) in 2006, the IPO
reportedly made Beutner more than $100 million.

If L.A. Unified truly wants to put students first, it should
reduce classroom sizes now
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op -ed/la-oe-goldberg-lausd-class -size-matters -20181023 -story.html

JACKIE GOLDBERG
OCT 23, 2018
Jackie Goldberg was a classroom teacher for 17 years and a former member and president
of the Los Angeles School Board where she represented northeast Los Angeles
neighborhoods. She also was a former member of the Los Angeles City Council, and of the
California State Assembly where she chaired the Education Committee.
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