The Challenge Presented by
Stubborn Facts

February 19, 2017

NB: | have clarified the attached February 14, 2017 Joint VNC Board & Discussion Forum Committee
Meeting Discussion Generator Supplement (pages 2 through 6 below) by changing the word blacks to

on page 5 to make it crystal clear that the supplicant position factor applies not only to blacks but to
all who find themselves trapped in areas where the fears common in what Tommie Shelby refers to as
‘ghettos’ exist - ie, 'ghettos' being what | characterize as 'disenfranchised communities’; and | have added new
Stubborn Facts on page 5. On July 4, 2017, | added a new Stubborn Fact beginning on page 7 revealing
why the state has §aisisloeedthetpast 50 yearss suppleraenteddateswitma concurring
July 9, 2017 LA Times Editorial beginning on page 13. On July 21, 2017, | added a new Stubborn Fact on

page 6 revealinghowt he zoning | aws requiring comsnimalpaking@aen of wunused but
fueling the LA housing crisis. On September 20, 2017, | added a new Stubborn Fact on page 15 revealing
that a ‘' subsidized housing’ strategy is unsustainable.

This is a complex systemic issue.
Please note the stubborn facts which any efforts to address it must consider.

Please look at what you may feel has 'helped' in the past and what you believe may 'help’ in the
future, and do so in the context of the irrefutable stubborn fact that "the facts on the ground for a
typical California family are really as bad as they’ve ever been in the state’s history".*

Ask yourself (and/or the organizations you believe are 'doing good') if your efforts (and/or your

organi zation’'s efforts) may have failed and/or m
you (and your organizations) hoped to achieve - and (more importantly) ask yourself why they have

failed — and/or why they may continue to fail unless some sort of change is implemented.

| consider the below Discussion Forum Committee Strategy Objective MOTION** an attempt to
learn from past failures and perhaps use those experiences as a springboard to improving how we
might do something more constructive in the future — something that might avoid us finding many
years from now that "the facts on the ground for a typical California family are really as bad as
they’ve ever been in the state’s history".

Sincerely,

Joe Murphy
310-305-1444
joedmur@gmail.coms

*I't 6s significantly worse now t Hamaverage&alifornia lamecdcostso 15 when
$440,000, about two—and—-a—half times the average national home price ($180,000). Also,
California’s average monthly rent is about $1,240, 50 percent higher than the rest of the

country ($840 per month).”
State of California Legislative Analyst Office

** MOTION: Request VNC Board supportoftheDi s cussi on_ For umon®itmenitd geeeeateand
submit to the Board, for its review and approval, a set of recommendations capable of implementing the
following Strategy Objective:

Develop and present to the board a set of policies and laws which would
encourage private and public efforts to provide more less-expensive
‘homes’ in existing LA residential communities in a way which would
become, over time, within the economic reach of ownership by less
wealthy residents — ‘homes’ where they and their families would feel they
‘belong’ to a ‘community’ without the fears common in ‘ghettos’ — an
approach designed to create & then maintain a systemic housing
supply/demand balance in all of LA’s residential communities.
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February 14, 2017 Joint VNC Board & Discussion Forum Committed/eeting
Discussion Generatoii The Challenge

Facts are Stubborn Things

http://www.quotationspage.com/quote/3235.html

“Facts are stubborn things; and whatever may be our wishes,
our inclinations, or the dictates of our passion, they cannot
alter the state of facts and evidence.” jonn adams, Us diplomat & politician (17351826)

‘Argument in Defense of the Soldiers in the Boston Massacre Trials," December 1770

Who are L.A. County's homeless?

http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-me-homeless-los-angeles-2016/
JON SCHLEUSS & LORENA INIGUEZ ELEBEE
OCT. 28, 2016
The 2016 count of the homeless population, taken in January, revealed that our county has more than 43,000
people living on the street or in shelters. (Long Beach, Glendale andPasadena were not included.)

ltés a diverse group of individual s. Theydre not definec
subpopulations grew in 2016, while others decreased.

“Blacks are the largest racial or ethnic group [39%] ... And
they’re disproportionately represented. Only 8% of the
county’s population is black.”

JDMi nserted the below to show that similar facts in a feder
a ruling based on the equivalent off arca cioa(ZOBporampignificanthe. The
more dramatic  than those cited below (41:20) and constitute a much stronger case for determining that

raci al prejudice is a major contributing factor in LAG6s ho

Seattle Judge derided by Trump - a Conservative Jurist

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/U/US TRUMP TRAVEL BAN SEATTLE JUDGE?SITE=AP&SECTION=HOME&TEMPLATE=DEFAULT
BYGENE JOHNSON

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Feb 4, 2017

[Jan 2017 case] €é R o lpadlledta Justice Department lawyer, Michelle Bennett, asking if foreign nationals from the
seven countries named in the order had been arrested for plots in the U.S. since 9/11. Bennett said she didn't know.

"The answer to that is none, best | can tell," Robart said. "You're here arguing on behalf of someone that says we have to
protect the United States from these individuals coming from these countries, and there's no support for that."

He added that he was tasked with determining whether the president's order was "grounded in facts, as opposed to
fiction."

[Summer 2015 case] € Robart was holding a hearing in [this] case in summer 2015 a time fraught with tension
over violence by and against police officers around the country - when he surprised the courtroom by adopting the
mantra of protesters.

"The importance of this issue to me is best demonstrated by
the news," he said, shaking his head and sighing heavily.
"According to FBI statistics, police shootings resulting in death
involve 41 percent black people, despite being only 20 percent
of the population living in those cities. Forty-one percent of
the casualties, 20 percent of the population: Black lives
matter."
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California's housing affordability problems
’as bad as they've ever been in the state's history”
housing director says

http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/lapol-ca-essentialpolitics-updatescalifornia -housing-affordability -148349028zhtmlstory.html
Liam Dillon
JAN. 3, 2017

Cal i forni ads h oadhaléngeg reraaindaumticgartdicdntindeyto increase, according toa draft report from
the stateds Depart ment Delvelophent eleaseg Tuesday. Co mmuni ty

The report found:
1 Housing production over the last decade fell more than 100,000 new homes short of demand and continues to lag,
leading to surging prices at all income levels.

T The stateds homeown e rveestsine thedd4ess are at their | o
T Onet hird of the stateds renters spend more than half the
f California has 12% of the nationés population, but 22%

“What the report tries to get at is that the facts on the ground
for a typical California family are really as bad as they’ve ever
been in the state’s history,” said Ben Metcalf, director of the
Department of Housing and Community Development.

The report includes a range of potential solutions, including streamlining local and state land-use and environmental rules
and boosting funding for low -income housing.

NY Times Sunday Review OPED
No Racial Barrier Left to Break (Except All of Them)

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/14/opinion/sunday/president __-obama-matrtin -luther -king-racial-barrier.html
Wecan6ét create a more just nation sim
dressing up institutions in more shades of brown.

Now we must confront structural racism.

By KHALIL GIBRAN MUHAMMAD
Khalil Gibran Muhammad is professor of history, race and public policy at the Harvard Kennedy School and
t he au tTiedondemhatich of Blackness: Race, Crime and the Making of Modern Urban America. "
January 14, 2017

California Legislature

California cities would have to make it easier
to build houses under new leqislation

http://www.latimes.com/politics/essential/lapol-ca-essentiaipolitics-updatescalifornia -cities-will -have-to-make-it-1485196277htmistory.html
Article By Liam Dillon
January 23, 2017

State Sen. Scott Wiener (B San Francisco)statement regarding his proposed SB 35 bill:

“Local control is about how a community achieves its
housing goals, not whether it achieves those goals.”

The bill dés provisions would only apply in cities where ghestatege h i s
every eight years that are designed to ensure California has enough homes for its growingopulation to live affordably.
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Rethinking America’s ‘Dark Ghettos’

https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/11/rethinking-americas-dark-ghettos/508400/
A Harvard professor argues that fixing America’s urban poverty will require a dramatically different approach.
Dark Ghettos: Injustice, Dissent, and Reform (2016), by Tommie Shelby
The Atlantic

Interview of Tommie Shelby by Alana Semuels
November 22, 2016

“... government’s interventions have amounted to policy
tweaks, and haven’t focused enough on the unjust system
that created these areas in the first place.”

Semuels: “What is different about addressing ghetto poverty and addressing other forms of poverty,
including rural and white poverty?”
Shelby’s Response

“Ghetto poverty is marked by racial stigma and involuntary
segregation. Not all forms of poverty have those features.”

Semuels: “Some successful government programs, such as Moving to Opportunity, help move black families
from poor and dangerous neighborhoods to wealthier, white areas. Yet you argue that residential integration and
programs such as these are not a fair solution. Could you explain your reasoning?”

Shelby’s Response

“What | find troubling is that in an attempt to deal with the
problem of ghetto poverty, the government makes needed
resources and services available only on condition that poor
black people join predominantly white communities. | regard
it as almost insulting to put the economic fate of the ghetto
poor in the hands of more affluent whites, who then get to
decide whether to allow blacks into their social networks and
on what terms. Then you're sort of putting disadvantaged
blacks in a supplicant position ...”
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California Legislature
Inspired by Measure S, California lawmaker takes aim at
anti-qgrowth ballot measures

http://www.latimes.com/politics/t@pol-sacvote slowgrowth-measure20170216story.html
Article By Liam Dillon
February 16, 2017

A Los Angeles lawmaker wants to make it harder for cities and counties to slow development in their communities, a
response to decades of local ballot measures in Los Angeles and across California that have tried to restrain growth.

Assembly Bill 943 from Democratic Assemblyman Miguel Santiago increases the threshold from a simple majority to a
two-thirds supermajority for passage of any local ballot measure that would block or delay development.

Santiago said the legislation would ensure | o ¢ a | g o v e r n nughertrestrict housihgdsupplyt in thie state.

“You can’t address California’s housing crisis by suppressing
the construction of housing.”

Santiago said that ballot initiative [Measure S], as wel |l as the continued wor ditgni ng
problems, spurred him to write the bill.

More than two-thirds of coastal communities in the state have adopted growth-limiting measures such as caps
on population or height limits on buildings, which are aimed at restricting residential development, with the
significant majority passed through the ballot,a c cor di ng t o the state’ s nonpartisan

These proposals can have a large effect on housing costs, a key issue at a time when the state’s median home value of
$485,800 is more than two and a half times the national average. A 2006 study of California land-use rules by UC
Berkeley researchers found that each growth restriction a city adopted increased home prices between 3% & 4.5%.

L.A. community plans lanquished for years. Now they're
an unlikely issue in the March election

http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/lame-In-los-angeleselectionrcommunity-plans-201702D-story.html
Article By David Zahniser
February 17, 2017

L.A.’s collection of community plans, and the city’s longstanding failure to update them, have

emerged as a major issue in the March 7 election campaign. The plans are considered central to the
work of real estate development, spelling out what can be built on each street. Yet they have languished for years, as the
city coped first with a recession and then a legal defeat.

Community plans are one of the main tools Los Angeles uses to prepare for future population growth, anticipating where
additional homes and job centers can be built. Yet most of those plans were adoptedyearsb ef or e t he regi on’
network expanded into Pasadena, Santa Monica and East Los Angeles.

City leaders say the plans should already have been updated to ensure that higher-density housing and other amenities
can be built near transit stops.

“There will always be growth. We have to figure out where we’re putting that growth ... and in
what parts of the city. But ...”

“... if we don’t have the basic elements in our community
plans, we really don’t know where we’re headed.”

Councilman Jose Huizar

“There’s a lot of conversation out there saying that ... if the
community plans were simply updated, we would fix
everything. | can’t tell you how false that is.”

Councilman Mitchell Englander
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July 21, 2017 Stubborn Fact Addition to the February 19, 2017 version of The Challenge
How parking |l ots are rul

LAG6s parking crisississ fueling i
https://la.curbed.com/2017/7/21/16011386/parking-lots-bad-los-angeles-development

Article By Alissa Walker
July 21, 2017

... parking minimums are the reason new affordable housing is
so hard to build.

Proposed Discussion Forum Committee Action
to be considered at its March 14, 2017 meeting

MOTION: Request VNC Board support of the Discussion Forum Committeed sommitment to generate and
submit to the Board, for its review and approval, a set of recommendations capable of implementing the
following Strategy Objective:

Develop and present to the board a set of policies and laws which
would encourage private and public efforts to provide more less-
expensive ‘homes’ in existing LA residential communities in a way
which would become, over time, within the economic reach of
ownership by less wealthy residents — ‘homes’ where they and their
families would feel they ‘belong’ to a ‘community’ without the fears
common in ‘ghettos’ — an approach designed to create & then
maintain a systemic housing supply/demand balance in all of LA’s
residential communities.

The above Strategy Objective addresses the below Diversity Vision Goal:

Consider strategighat encourage & facilitateealisticrecommendations designed to
increase economic diversity, includipgfferdable 7¢ housing, etc.
[*

And it also addresses the broader intent of the VNC Vision Goals:

7z

€ to promote a more proactive, coll abor at
deliberations as they formulate recommendations for Board considerati@intent

[being] to create a working framework of integrated strategies capable of achieving, over
ti me, broader c¢ on $Feausson Ghildaen, ®articipaton, &Valsasiyd é
Diversity, Creativity, Collaboration, Brainstorming]

DFC Chair’s Personal Perspective

The above DFC’s proposed Strateqy Objective will not solve the short-term ‘shelter’ — or many of the related
social — problems facing homeless people, and it would be a mistake to assume that such is intended.

It is intended to find a realistic and implementable strategy which, among other things, avoids

“ o o Ll L] o Ll ”
putting disadvantaged [blacks *1in a supplicant position.
[~k
If approved by the Board and subsequently pursued successfully, it could significantly and permanently erode a
key underlying cause of the long-term homelessness crisis and its associated race-based ‘black-ghetto-creating-

and-maintaining’ cycle. It could do this at a cost which would be relatively minimal compared to the combined
costs of current efforts.
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July 4, 2017 Stubborn Fact Addition to the February 19, 2017 version of The Challenge

California lawmakers have tried for 50 years to fix the state's housing crisis.
Here's why they've failed.

http://www.latimes.com/projects/la _-pol-ca-housing-supply/

Article By LIAM DILLON
JUNE 29, 2017, 3 AM.

Gutierrez, 38, stands outside her apartment in Boyle Heights before leaving for her job in Torrance last fall.
(Mark Boster / Los Angeles Times)

After an hour of debate, Herb Perez had had enough.

Perez, a councilman in the Bay Area suburb of FosterCity, was tired of planning for the construction of new homes to
comply with a 50-year-old state law designed to help all Californians live affordably.

Everyone knows, Perez told the crowd at a 2015 City Council meeting, that the law is a failure. It requres cities and
counties to develop plans every eight years for new home building in their communities. After more than a year of work
and spending nearly $50,000, Foster City had an 87-page housing plan that proposed hundreds of new homes, mapped
where they would go and detailed the many ways the city could help make the construction happen. But a crucial element
was missing: Foster City was never going to approve all the building called for in the voluminous proposal, Perez said.

AwWwhat | 6&m seseipebabheratéesshell game, 0 Perez said. fABecause
up with. We have no intention of actwually building the uni
NWed e kind of

Foster City city council mar

approve t he homebuil ding i.tds

See http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-pol-ca-housing-supply/
for video of the above-referenced Perez statement

Perezds predi Despnteameating. demand for housing in the Bay
development projects in more than five years.
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Foster Cityds experience is shared by governments across C
prodigi ous reports to plan forhousingd but it doesnét hold them accountable for
The | aw, passed in 1967, is the stateds primary tool to en

homes t hat dr daffoedabilitg problerhisor ni a 6

Now, a bill from Sen. Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) would, for the first time, force cities and counties that have fallen
behind on their housing goals to take stepsto eliminate some of the hurdles they put in front of development , such as
multiple planning reviews for | padsediliedtateadenate thie jnantcandsis. awatihgean e r 6
vote in the Assembly as part of a package of Dbills ai med a

AThe law has been completely ineffective at

addressing the issue of housing affordability.
Paavo Monkkonen, UCLA professor

AiThe system is so broken, o0 Wi ener said. #Alt gives the publ
housingwhen i n fact i1itbés just an illusion. o

One of the main criticisms of the | aw is that it hasndt sp
new homes the law said developers would need to build over eight years leading up to 2014 thel aw6s most r ece
reporting period & were built.

In addition, state officials dondt know if <cities and coun
to give the state information on h o nsel,theweiisinareliabie meaauerof hpwe a r ,
many houses are being built in California for low -, middle - and upper -income residents [emphasis added by JDM] .
State | awmakers have known about the | awbds we adddeedozersof f or

new planning requirements to the process but have not provided any incentive, such as a greater share of tax dollars, for
local governments to meet their housing goals.

AThe |l aw has been completely ipopesfaegtavéoatabdtdregsdngat de
associate professor of wurban planning at UCLA. dAalf anythin

Prison beds and student dormitories
count as low -income housing?

Californiabés housi ng eaontfibateddoatbhiel isttya tteréosu bploevse rhtayv r at e, .lwhi c |
also hasburdened millions with high rents and, according to a recent study by the McKinsey Global Institute, created a
more than $100-billion annual drag on the state economy by lowering disposable incomes and limiting construction jobs.

Ben Metcal f, t heoffialahtaesd ss atiodp thhoeu saifnfgor dabi | ity probl ems ar ¢
Cal i f or ni.Andthe state is expectedio add an additional 6.5 million people over the next two decades.

The primary driver of the affordability proble m is a lack of home building. Developers in California need to roughly double
the 100,000 homes they build each year to stabilize housing costs, according tothe McKinsey study and reports from the
state Department of Housing and Community Development andnonpar ti san Legi sl.ative Anal y.

Home construction depends on complex factors including the cost of land, materials and labor, the availability of
financing f or devel opers and interest rates on mortgages for h
counties are important, too, and many of those local governments have made it even more difficult to build new housing.

More than two-thirdsof Cal i f orni ads coast al c 0 mm @ rsuch as eaps oh poputatioad lwopsing d = m
growth, or building height limits & aimed at limiting residential development, accor di ng t o the Legi s/l
Office. A UC Ber kel ey st ud y-userktgul@ianis foinadthahdaveaydgowth-apmiral polidy a aitydputs in

place raises housing costs by as much as 5% there

The housing supply | aw, known formally as the fAhousing el e
development by requiring cities to plan for new housing that would accommodate children born in California and people

expected to relocate to the state. Over an eightyear period, state officials send estimates of housing needed to meet

projected population growth to 19 regional agencies, including the Southern California Assn. of Governments in the Los

Angeles area.

These agencies outline how many new homes are needed acrogsur income levels: very low, low, moderate and

above -moderate [emphasis added by JDM] . So, in theory, all cities and counties would receive their fair share of
growth. Local governments must show t h éyddithe statearus sign effoo u g h |
those plans. But the state dagealsihdyset andthaplacsiare oftersign@edc ount abl e
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http://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/California's-Housing-Future-Full-Public-Draft.pdf
http://www.hcd.ca.gov/policy-research/plans-reports/docs/California's-Housing-Future-Full-Public-Draft.pdf
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx
http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2015/finance/housing-costs/housing-costs.aspx
http://socrates.berkeley.edu/~raphael/QR%20Regulation%20110804.pdf

Even so, city and county officials resent the law, arguing it unfairly takes away their power over development in their
communities. To avoid complying, local governments have over the years asked state lawnakers to, among other things,
count prison beds and student dormitories as low-income housing and allow cities that place foster children in their
communities to reduce the number of low -income homes they need to plan for.

In one case, La Habra Heights,in Los Angeles County, asked that it be exempted from the law because the city was too
hilly for apartment complexes.

OPeopl e want t
peopl e who are |

At the base of the San Gabriel Mountains, the affluent bedroom community of La Cafiada Flintridge has few apartment or
condominium complexesd and many of the citybds 20,000 residents and pi

Four years ago, city leaders wrote a plan to make room for multifamily housing in several sections of thecity. But, to
discourage developers, they chose areas already occupied by singliamily homes and, in one case, a bigbox retailer. As a
result, developers would have needed to buy up the homes one by one or, in the case of the retailer, purchase the
commercial real estate and force the store out. In devising the plan, city officials assured concerned residents that it would
be prohibitively expensive for developers.

nPeople |1 ke peopl e of
| think the attempt to ch

Herand Der Sarkissian, a former La Cafada Flintridge planning commissioner

AEverybody on this dais and thatdés here is on the same pag
audi ence at a November 2013 hediivihggohetrlee MWeusi kg phenwakf
Herand Der Sarkissian, a former La Cafada Flintridge plann
in an interview it didndét mak einceme hassing ihtolra Candda Flistridgetbecausedhet r y
cityds high Il and costs made it fiscally irresponsi bl ees He
into wealthy communities are doomed.

APeople |ike people of theiid dawn nkkr itthe, @atDempSarnloi chiaam es a

white. People want to be with people who are like them. To force people through legislation to change in that way is
i mpractical . o

None of the multifamily housing called for in the La Cafi ada Flintridge housing plan has been built.

I n Redondo Beach, officials told the state in 2014 they wo
commercial and residential development with 180 apartments d nine of them reserved for very poor families d to replace

a run-down strip mall and parking lot along the Pacific Coast Highway. The city zoned the land for that amount of

housing.

But in numerous hearings over the next two years, planning commissioners and council members argued the development
was too big, and the city ultimately approved 115 apartments with none set aside for lowincome residents. The developer
has since sued Redondo Beach ancthe project remains in limbo .

La Cafada Flintridge and Redondo Beach did not report hous
new homes were built in both cities,acc or di ng to permit information, but far fe
over that period.

These and similar examples across California show that the
would do away with some planni ng r evi ews that are often | evied on project
housing goals.

AMany | ocal communities basically r udlotaofmliahearings, bts & publiiey s p
discussiond and t hemrri tahddl ygou have this collection of paper sitt
any additional housing. o

Sandwiched between wealthier communities to the north and south and more industrial areas to the east, the coastal Los
Angeles County city of Torrance has swaths of singlefamily neighborhoods and lots of land for commercial and industrial
business.
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AA city shoul d be ale obweli

Torrance city councilman argues against new homebuilding.
See http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-pol-ca-housing-supply/
for video of the above-referenced Bill Sutherland statement

AiAt some point, a city should be allowed to say weodre full
before voting for the cityés most recent housing plan in 2

Torrancebs gr olwashs htalrsams | hoaMefd .of 1, 828 houses called for in
according to construction permit data.

The lack of home building has had consequences.

Nearly 40% of Torranceds 147, 000 r e somasemhbusingnaccerdingdoyedemabr e t h
data. In 2014, Toyota Motor Corp. decided to relocate its North American headquarters 8 and 3,000 jobs & from
Torranceto Plano, Texas,c i t i ng as one factor the Lone Star Stateds | owd

High costs have left housing in Torrance out of reach for Azucena Gutierrez and other workers in the city.

Every weekday, Gutierrez goes into Torrance homes to teach penatal and infant care to new and expectant parents.
Gutierrez, 38, earns less than $15 an hour.

She Iives in Los Angel esd6 Boyl e H-bedgdmapartmeatiwighthdr busbara,omicis ¢ r o w
a substitute teacher, their 14-year-old sonand 5yearrol d daughter. Steep housing costs
sister to move in with them too.

Gutierrez would |Iike to |Iive near her job and for he-sa chil
month rent she saw advertised for a one-bedroom apartment in Torrance was more than the $1,500 she pays now for
more room across town.

Azucena Gutierrez, 38, leaves her home before sunrise in Boyle Heights and heads to her job in Torrance.
Gutierrez lives with hehusband, children and sister and pays $1,500 a month for héetivoom apartment.
A onebedroom in Torrance would cost her $1,600 per month.

(Mark Boster / Los Angeles Times)

Al waste a | ot of time in traffi.c,l 00 nGustpieenrdrienzg scaiods.e fitToi nhew,¢
day. Thatdéds 10 hours [a week] | could be spending with my
Gutierrezds colleagues share her struggles. Georgina Romer
month to livewithher boyfri end, mother, two younger s-bedrbommhauseinand he

Watts.
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She moved there in March to help her mother with her housing costs. Before that, Romero paid $300 a month to live with
her boyfriend in a 400 -square-fo ot gar age behind his parentsdé house in Lawn

OWith this |iving sit?u
think of having chil
chil
I dm

0 Romero said. AiBut with th
|l e enough. o

p—

Georgina Romero, 28, used to live with her boyfriend
in a garage behind his parentsd home in Lawn

(Mark Boster / Los Angeles Times)

Romero works at a head start office in Torrance and said
shewants children but doesndt feel stable enough in her
(Mark Boster / Los Angeles Times)
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Torrance Mayor Patrick Fureys ai d heds sympathetic to those who candét aff
shouldndét have to make changes to the character of its nei

Instead of Torrance, he said, nearby cities should take on the reeded growth.

AiYou wondédt have the ZI P Code you want, o Furey said, #dAbut i
ONo i ntention of

housing respons

The stateds housing | aw faced problems from the start.

In 1967, Gov. Ronald Reagan signed thelawwhi ch had a si mple goal: Cities and co

housing needs of all economic segments of the community.o

1969, state officials realized local governments were ignoringthe | aw, wi th a report warning a

indicationso that a number of communities had Ano intentio

Over the years, legislators passed numerous bills adding detailed rules to local government housing plas. But things only
got worse.

Torrance wor ker s
to find nearby

See http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-pol-ca-housing-supply/
for video of the above-referenced workers statements

By 1993, the Il awbs increased paper wandkioneyegquuzizrle nmegn tbsu rteuaruncerd
said Timothy Coyle, then-director of the Department of Housing and Community Development, at a legislative oversight
hearing that vyear. He called the | aw fibrokend because it d

Coyle said in a recent interview that the | aw Awas destine

Today, the state lacks basicinfe mat i on on the | awbés effectiveness. Mor e tha
counties failed to tell the state how many homes were built within their boundaries over the eight -year period leading up
to 2014, according to a Times review of housingdepartment data.

Wi enerbés |l egislation would r equi rbeildirglddta acdireamove someaftheir abdityto t i e s
review and block new development if they fall behind their housing goals.

Gov. Jerry Br own Idoaupporatying statesfimancehl ald ¢odvdethar local governments met their housing
goals. Still, if the state plans to hold cities and counties accountable for meeting those targets, the targets themselves
might require reevaluation.

Bay Area counties are on track to meet their overall home-building goals for the eight-year reporting period ending in
2023, t he Legi sl ative Analystodéds Office found recently

But developers areno6ét building nearly enough homes to affe
added half a million more jobs than houses since 2011, and otherfast-growing parts of the country & around Austin,
Texas; Portland, Ore.; and Raleigh, N.C.d are building homes at more than twice the rate of the Bay Area.

Perez, the Foster City councilman, believes the state is i

Developers have built more than 500 homes in Foster City since the council approved its housing plan in 2015, a number
that already exceeds the new houses called for under the plan through 2023.

But all those new homes came from projects approved before2012 that home builders are just now putting on the market.

And the city has turned away other developers interested i
said.
Since early 2015, Foster City 0 stoanecdrd $.6 milion,mMmere tham kevea tintegte i ncr

national average.

Perez believes state politicians should hold cities accountable for approving new housing projects by providing money to
| ocal governments that do, aervwsehesaid, titiezwillltantintehooast as hé daid Fostet o n 0 t
City did 0 signing off on plans to appease state regulators but blocking housing from being built.

il think the most i mportant part of thi,so iPsertehzats atihde.r efi6Tsh ec
fake thing that they know no one has any intention of doin
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How many homes were built in your city?

Less than half the new h oenenseigltyaar Hoesidg pfam which ende€ia 2014f were builta 6 s mo
according to permit data from the construction industry. See how building stacked up compared to state targets, aritiestatter c

counties reported their homebuilding to state regulators

See http://www.latimes.com/projects/la-pol-ca-housing-supply/ for 27 pages of the below data
New homes Percentage met | Data sent

City or count : :
y y built/needed of housing goal to state
Los Angeles County o
Los Angeles 76,942/112,876 68% Yes
Los Angeles County 9,223/57,180 16% Yes

Unincorporated Los Angeles County

Slmllar info for all CA cities anq built/needed % ves/No
unincorporated areas in allcounties
(= well over 500 entries)

Home construction depends on complex factors, such as the costs to build and mortgage interest rates for prospectivesshomeowne
Researchers contend that local government regulations play a larger role in the housing supply of Califorriasncoastéies than
those inland. The data reflect the state's varied housing cycles for different regions of the state. Data from the i@gioDisgoom
200311; Sacramento, Fresno and Kern 2036 Los Angeles and greater Southern California 2Dg@ay Area and the remaining
jurisdictions 200714.

Credits: Additional reporting by Ben Poston. Graphics by Joe Fox. Produced by Andrea Roberson.

July 9, 2017 Stubborn Fact Addition

It's time for cities to start building their fair share of housing

» e

Only the porch and facade remain during a reconstruction of this 1930s Craftsman home, located in La Cafiada Flintridge, on Feb. 7.
(Adrian Scott Fine / Los Angeles Conservancy)
The Times Editorial Board
July 8, 2017
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For 50 years, California law has required cities and counties to produce booklength reports explaining how and where

they could accommodate both the affordable and market-rate housing development needed to house their share of an

evergr owing state population. These reports and constructior
housing strategy.

But all that paper hasnodét producedsthiaeg eme ¢ chevd hlaemde.c oWley ar
game, as a recenflimes story revealed. Local elected officials can claim they have complied with the law by adopting

detailed plans showing where they could put new housingd even if they have no intention of allowing that housing to be

built in their city. And thereds no penalty for scofflaw c

As a result, California communities have consistently failed to build enough housing to keep up with growth. The state
projected it would need 1.5 million new homes between 2003 and 2014. Fewer than half that amount were built.

Just look at La Cafiada Flintridge, an affluent single-family -home suburb in Los Angeles County where city leaders were

required to plan for more than 300 new dwellings after falli ng short of previous housing goals. But recalcitrant city leaders
adopted a plan that was so intentionally onerous for devel
built. Four years later, none of the multifamily housing called for in the fair-share plan has been constructed.

Decades of insufficient construction
have created a shortage that is now
raising rents and home values much
faster than incomes.

Far too many local elected leaders, like those in La Cafiad&lintridge, have tried to block development to ward off
population growth that will inevitably come as long as Californians keep having children and creating jobs. Is it any
surprise, then, that California is in a housing crisis? Decades of insufficient construction have created a shortage that is
now raising rents and home values much faster than incomes, a problem that is most acute in the pricey coastal regions
like the San Francisco Bay Area and Southern California. One in 3 renters in California paysmore than half their income

to their landlord, crimping budgets for other essentials and leaving too many residents one unexpected expense away from
homelessness.

Although housing construction and prices rise and fall with the economy and interest rates, cities and counties also play an
important role in determining how many homes getbuilt 8 or don6to ggred whiarhtt hey house. Th
is in making sure enough housing is built to avert problems that extend beyond local borders. When residents cannot

afford to live near jobs, they often move to far-flung suburbs and commute hours each day to get to work, worsening traffic

and air pollution. Employers say high housing costs m@mlso h
skilled workers 6 a problem that has led some companies to relocate to states where their middleclass workers can buy

homes.

That 6s why Califor-sharemapdaned aheoflkhnown as fAhousing elenmn
make cities and counties plan to meet the housing needs of everyone in the communityd rich and poor alike. Yet housing
advocates have |l ong complained that the | aw is toothless.

estate market or force developers to build houses. But that welkintentioned flexibility has allowed many local elected
officials to act on their worst NIMBY instincts and shirk their responsibility to house current and future generations of
Californians.

Now, state Sen. Scat Wiener (D -San Francisco) has proposed putting some sharp teeth to the law. His bill (SB 35 would
require cities that have fallen behind on their housing goals to streamline approval of certain residential projects, barring
them from requiring any additional environmental review or city council vote. To qualify for fast-track approval,
developers would have to comply with existing zoning and design rules, make at least 10% of their units affordable

for lower -income residents  [emphasis added by JDM], and not demolish rent-controlled apartments or existing low -
income units.

Cities, of course,arel oat h to | ose any | ocal control over |l and use, ar
eliminate local control; it would require cities to follow their own land -use plans and speed approvals so they can finally
meet their housing goals, which is what fair-share housing law was supposed to be doing all along.

There is a problem with the measure worth noting. Even as it would speed approval for housing developments in these
communities, it would make these expedited projects more expensive to build by requiring the developers to pay
construction workers prevailing wages, which tend to be double nonunion wages. That trade-off, which Wiener included to
win support of politically powerful unions, could make it harder for smaller development projects to pencil out, potentially
reducing the amount of housing being built. If so, it would defeat the very purpose of the bill.
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September 20, 2017 Stubborn Fact Addition to the February 19, 2017 version of The Challenge

10 points to keep in mind about
http://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-gatto-ten-points-housing-20170920-story.html
Mike Gatto

September 20, 2017

Many politicians and activists push simplistic solutions when it
comes to California’s housing woes.

€ Some promote subsidies; others density. Some sell infill as the solution; others blame
everything on the statebds byzantine | aws. \
2016 just reminded me to beware of politicians appealing to the masses with buzzwords.

We live in a complex world, and remedies for complex problems such as housing are

complex.

Subsidies for affordable housing average around $357,000 per
unit. ... that’s unsustainable. If Sacramento were to subsidize
just Los Angeles’ needs for just one year, that would consume
the entire state budget.
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